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Make Harper
DELIVER THE DEAL

Prime Minister of Canada
Stephen Harper
(613) 992-4211
pm@pm.gc.ca

Federal Minister of Social
Development
Monte Solberg
(613) 992-4516
Solberg.M@parl.gc.ca

Premier of BC
Gordon Campbell
(250) 387-1715
premier@gov.bc.ca

Premier of Alberta
Ed Stelmach
(780) 427-2251
Premier@gov.ab.ca

Premier of Saskatchewan
Brad Wall
(306) 787-9433
premier@gov.sk.ca

Premier of Manitoba
Gary Doer
(204) 945-3714
premier@leg.gov.mb.ca

Premier of Ontario
Dalton McGuinty
(416) 325-1941
Dalton.McGuinty@
premier.gov.on.ca

Premier of Quebec
Jean Charest
(418) 643-5321
premier.ministre@
cex.gouv.qc.ca

• WRITE, call, fax and e-mail the
Prime Minister and the Premiers.
Tell them to honour the childcare
agreements.

• SHARE this leaflet widely with
friends and colleagues – encour-
age them to take action (order
more at www.nupge.ca).

• GET supportive organizations to
publish your letters and articles.

• CALL radio and TV phone-in pro-
grams.

• TELL the national party leaders
you want them to keep the
childcare promise.

• GET in touch with your local
childcare advocacy groups, and
watch for local events.

• LOG ON to www.nupge.ca for
news and resources.

• JOIN the Child Care Advocacy
Association’s Code Blue for Child
Care campaign.

Premier of Newfoundland and
Labrador
Danny Williams
(709) 729-3570
premier@gov.nl.ca

Premier of New Brunswick
Shawn Graham
(506) 453-2144
premier@gnb.ca

Premier of Nova Scotia
Rodney MacDonald
(902) 424-6600
premier@gov.ns.ca

Premier of Prince Edward
Island
Robert Ghiz
(902) 368-4400
rwjghiz@gov.pe.ca

Premier of Yukon
Dennis Fentie
(867) 667-8879
dennis.fentie@gov.yk.ca

Premier of Northwest
Territories
Joseph Handley
(867) 669-2311
joseph_handley@gov.nt.ca

Premier of Nunavut
Paul Okalik
(867) 975-6000
premier@gov.nu.ca

SIGN SIGN SIGN SIGN SIGN the on-line letter to Harper atthe on-line letter to Harper atthe on-line letter to Harper atthe on-line letter to Harper atthe on-line letter to Harper at www www www www www.buildchildcare.ca.buildchildcare.ca.buildchildcare.ca.buildchildcare.ca.buildchildcare.ca



It was a
DONE DEAL
The time for a national childcare program had
come.

After 30 years of commitment and hard work
from Canada’s parents, communities, social
justice groups and unions, the foundation of
an accessible, affordable national childcare pro-
gram was in place.

All 10 provincial governments had signed agree-
ments with the federal government.  Canada’s
next great social program was within our grasp.

It was a
GOOD DEAL
The deal for an accessible, affordable national
childcare program was good for children, good
for parents — good for us all.  We have the re-
search to prove it.

Research shows that every dollar invested in
high quality childcare generates a two dollar
return in social and economic benefits to chil-
dren, parents and society.

Research shows a cost saving of seven times the
original investment in quality childcare for at-
risk children, in terms of social responsibility,
crime reduction, success at school and success
in employment.

Research shows access to quality childcare en-
hances children’s development in every way —
intellectually, physically, emotionally and lin-
guistically.

Research shows that childcare is our best
weapon against poverty, social exclusion and
frustrated opportunity.

Harper says
NO DEAL
Prime Minister Harper says a deal is not a deal.
He has announced his intention to shred the
agreements with the provinces.

Harper has already begun to dismantle the
fledgling childcare program.  He proposes in-
stead to leave it up to each family to make the
best childcare arrangements they can, with the
help of a meagre federal allowance.

But parents can’t buy services that don’t exist,
and Harper’s plan will not create the childcare
spaces that Canadian families need and want.

And, his childcare scheme will most benefit
those families who don’t need the help, while
low income families with two working parents
will benefit the least.

According to the Caledon Institute, a two-
earner Ontario family earning $36,000 a year and
raising two children, one of them under age
six, could see just $388 of the proposed $1,200
— or about $32 a month — under Mr. Harper’s
childcare allowance scheme.

Mr. Harper’s proposed income support is wel-
comed by families with young children.  But it
is not a national childcare program.

Act to make it
OUR DEAL
The deal for a national childcare program can-
not be dismissed as merely the promise of a
former government, or a different political party,
for which the current government bears no re-
sponsibility.  It is an agreement signed by the
Government of Canada, on behalf of Canadian
children and Canadian families, for which the
current government bears every responsibility.

The fact is 64% of Canadians voted against Harp-
er’s ideas and for parties who support a national
childcare program.

Parents want it.  Canadian families need sup-
port regardless of whether parents work in or
outside of the home.  Parents want safe, reli-
able childcare options to ease the load of raising
children.

Workers want it.  Working parents, particularly
women, want to feel confident they have good
and real options for their children.  By invest-
ing in policies that provide tangible support for
a better work-life balance, women’s earning po-
tential is improved, as are their chances of
retiring with adequate pensions.

Businesses want it.  They appreciate that the
growing struggle to attract and retain employ-
ees is directly tied to those workers having
access to quality early learning and childcare
options for their children.

We all need it.  Canadians with no children un-
derstand we’re all better off when our nation’s
children are provided that critical leg up which
study after study shows quality developmental
childcare delivers.

A national,
accessible,
affordable
childcare
program
was in
our grasp
at last
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